STATE OF NEBRASKA

Pete Ricketts Orrice or THE GOVERNOR
Governor .0, Box 94848 e Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4848
Phone: (102) 471-2244 ¢ pete.ricketis@nebraska.gov

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Senate Majority Leader

317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1'702

The Honorable John Bochner
Speaker of the House

H-232 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator McConnell and Speaker Boehner;

We are writing to request you use your leadership positions to move forward expeditiously
legislation that will grant Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) to the President,

International trade is a critical piece of Nebraska’s economy, impacting two of our largest sectors,
agriculture and manufacturing. We exported $7.3 billion in products in 2013, much of that attributed to
our agriculture base and the processing sector tied to it. While we have seen growth in the value of
exports during the time period since TPA expired in 2007, we recognize that the authority provided by
this legislation allows for a better negotiating position.

We are at an important point in our history in regard to opening the doors to foreign markets. As
you kinow, the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP), as well as the Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (T-T1P), have the opportunity to provide increased market access that will drive new growth.
TPA also could prove to be a helpful tool in finalizing bilateral negotiations between the United States
and other nations, representing new markets, improved access, and/or lower tariffs,

TPA has been granted to every President since 1974 to provide him with the needed negotiating
power to secure trade agreements with our foreign partners. We believe the timely approval of this
important authority for the President is critical to helping us continue to grow Nebraska’s economy. We
appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,
Pete Ricketts | Greg {bach
Governor Director of Agriculture

An Equal Opportunity Employar
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copies: Honorable U.S. Senator Deb Fischer
Honorable U.S. Senator Ben Sasse
Honorable Congressman Jeff Fortenberry
Honorable Congressman Adrian Smith
Honorable Congressman Brad Ashford



